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University of Minnesota, Morris Scholastic Committee 
Meeting #17, March 21, 2011 
 
The Scholastic Committee met at 8:00 on Monday, March 21, in Imholte 217.   
 
Present: T Berberi, C Braegelmann,  E Christensen, C Cole,  J Goodnough (Chair), S Haugen, A 
Helgerson, H Ladner, Matt Privratsky, J Ratliff-Crain, L Ranelli, J Schryver, C Stemper,  
Guest: Peh Ng, M Page 
 
1. The minutes of March 7 were approved.  
 
2. Study Day/Finals procedures 
 Peh Ng sent our request that SCEP delegate authority for granting exceptions to the UMM 
Scholastic Committee.  
 
Peh reported that SCEP preferred not to change the policy to delegate authority to UMM; 
instead, SCEP suggested adding a statement to the procedures section of the policy that outlines 
cooperation between UMM Scholastic and SCEP.  The main concern was the time taken away 
from students at this time in the semester, across all campuses.  UMM requests should be 
submitted via email to scholcom@umn.edu or sent to 204 Behmler.  The executive assistant will 
prepare the request in a standard format for Scholastic Committee to review, make a 
recommendation, and forward to SCEP.  The response from SCEP assured Scholastic of timely 
pro forma rulings. 
 
There was discussion of the need to protect students from receiving required assignments or 
activities during study day/final exam time.  Anecdotal information indicates a creeping  
encroachment to the last class days in half-semester classes (essentially finals day for those 
classes), especially in spring semester.  The committee recommended several actions: 
1. At the beginning of each semester, notify faculty of the time frame to request exceptions 
deadline is the first day of the semester in which the exception occurs. 
2. Targeted reminders should be sent to areas known to have activities during breaks, such 
as choir tours, theatre tours, spring training for athletic teams, class research trips. 
3. Remind the Chancellor, Dean, Division Chairs to protect Thursday and Friday of the last 
week in half-semester classes, which are the designated final exam time. 
4. Students who plan traveling activities over breaks should avoid taking half-semester 
classes and/or confirm alternate arrangements for finals early in the semester. 
5. Collect data on the number of students affected by approved exceptions. 
 
This information will be communicated to Campus Assembly (for information) as well as to the 
Chancellor, Dean, and Division Chairs. 
 
3. Petition 1196 
The committee tabled the petition until April 4, and requested to see a list of topics covered, 
description of lab activities, and the goals of the Twin Cities LE requirement: Biological 
Sciences with Laboratory Core. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dorothy De Jager 
 
 
